‘Broadcast flag’ proposal raising debate

With the Federal Communications Commission pushing the transition
to digital TV, a debate is heating up over what power Hollywood should
have to regulate the recording and distribution of its digital broadcasts.
A group of companies from the technology and entertainment industries
have proposed the “broadcast flag solution.”
Tha digital signal is converted
into analog format and

transmitted over the air.

A "“flag” carrying a

program'’s recording
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o The digital TV converts the
analog signal back into digital
and reads the flag.

In theory, flagged programs 1

could be recorded, but only
played back on the device or local
network they were recorded on.
Compatibility would need to be built
into future DVD burners, PCs and
other recording devices. Older
devices would simply ignore the flag.
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